
Sunday, May 3, 2020 – John 10:1-11 

10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in 

by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 

sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep 

by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will 

run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of 

speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come 

before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever 

enters through me will be saved.[a] They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

This is the word of God for all God’s people, and all God’s people said Amen. 

In times of trouble, no matter what it is, no matter what form it takes, the fear of the unknown can 

overwhelm us and cause anxiety. Yet, as a child of God, we can remain calm in the midst of uncertainty 

because our security is found in our Savior, our Shepherd.  

Throughout the Bible, the image most often used to dramatize God's love for us is the care of a 

shepherd. Wherever you see a shepherd, there are sheep. And if sheep are not grazing in the field, then 

they are in a sheep hold, a place where the sheep are kept for safety and security. And the person 

responsible for their wellbeing is only the shepherd. So, in the Bible, God is often pictured as being the 

great shepherd. And God's people are said to be his flock.  

Psalm 23 says, The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. And it's a picture of the Lord as a shepherd of 

his people that Jesus uses to describe himself. So, he is the one who risks his life, who gives his life to 

save that which is lost.  

He is the one that has pain for all the people because they are like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus 

spoke of the shepherd and the sheep to make the point that the sheep recognize the voice of their 

shepherd and they will not follow the stranger, or anyone who did not come into the sheep fold through 

the door with permission of the shepherd. Jesus obviously considered it important for people to 

understand the many voices that clamor for us throughout the day. All those who seek attention, all 

those people who would want our devotion. Only one voice speaks for God. And that is the voice of the 

Son of God.  

Just as a shepherd spoke to his sheep in a language that they recognized, whether it was the tone of the 

shepherd’s voice or a certain sound that he made, they knew that it was his shepherd, and they would 

enter through that area where the shepherd stood. Well undoubtedly, Jesus was thinking about this 
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when he declared himself to be the door, the gate, the entrance into the kingdom. Through him and him 

alone, we gain access to God.  

Paul echoed that reality when he said through Him, we have access to the Father. And so, did the writer 

of Hebrews when he said he is the new and living way. Jesus is the only way to God. He is the gateway; 

he is the door. He is the only way.  

So, until Jesus came, folks could only think of God as a mighty God, in terms of one that they may not 

have an absolutely personal relationship with. Some even thought of God as their enemy. They feared 

His wrath and then Jesus came. When there was no way, God sent Jesus to make the way. Thus, he says, 

I am the doorway to the sheep hold of God. 

Christ our Lord is the way through which anyone can gain entrance into the kingdom. If a person enters 

through me, Jesus says, that person will be saved and he or she will go in and out and they will find 

pasture. To be able to go in and come out without fear was the Jewish way of expressing their belief 

that if your Shepherd is before, you're absolutely safe and secure. It would be wonderful if all of us could 

always go in and out of the places that we are, without fear. But the only way that could happen is if the 

whole world belonged to the good shepherd and abided by his rules. But in the absence of even that, we 

can have we can have absolute security in our human situation, due to the fact that God loves us.  

It matters not that so many people, so many of our people in this world love darkness rather than light. 

Do evil, because they do not understand that the light brings goodness. We can do our best to guard 

ourselves against the evils that lurk around the corner and we do that by following the Good Shepherd.  

That said, there is for the child of God, those who have entered in their sins, those who continue to walk 

with the Lord. Those who longed to serve Him, who turned away from sinfulness. There is a pathway 

into the kingdom. There is the light that Jesus sheds on the way. There is a good shepherd to lead us 

continually.  

One of our shepherd’s greatest declarations is one that we have to listen to carefully. I am the door, I am 

the gate, I am the entrance. To understand that, visualize the sheep hold as a place in the hill country in 

Palestine, a place where the sheep could rest securely. As a general rule, when the sun set the shepherd 

would come and he would lead the sheep back into the sheep hold, past the village. And he would herd 

them into an enclosed area, a stone wall that had only one opening in it. There was no real gate. But 

since there was no real gate, how would the sheep be secured? 

The shepherd laid down across the open entrance. He placed himself across that narrow opening so that 

nothing else could go in. There was no way that the sheep would get out and there was no way that an 

intruder would get in. The shepherd was the door, he was the gate, he was the entrance.  There is no 

way for a wolf, or any other predator to attack the sheep, because the shepherd who was the gate 

would fight them off with his staff, at times risking even his own life. There was no access to anyone 

else.  

We are in the hands of the good shepherd who laid down his life for us, that his life is in the hands of 

God the father. He who sent his son down to die for us, will not sacrifice us to the wolves of this world. 

He will not sacrifice us to the circumstances of this world. We can rely on double indemnity, the 

guarantee that we have that the shepherd’s care and meaning here, in this life. And the fact that we 

have eternal life in the world to come. I give them eternal life, he says, they will never perish. No one 



will snatch them out of my hand. The father, who has given them to me is greater than all, and I am the 

father.  

Father sent Jesus, the good shepherd, to bless those who heard his voice. To bless those who would 

follow Him and to give them abundant life, in the here and now and eternal life in the future. That is to 

say we are in his presence forever, wherever we are. Whether it's sitting here in this church, whether it's 

going to the grocery store, whether it's seeing our doctor, whether it's dealing with the stressors that we 

have right now in this season of life. Wherever we are, the shepherd, is there.  

Our deep need for eternal security was met by the good shepherd who laid down his life for us. And so, 

we should rejoice, we should be glad. On this third Sunday after Easter, we rejoice because we know 

that we are secure in the Master’s hands, no matter what we do. As the sheep rests in the sheep hold, 

so to, we can rest. There is no need for ringing of hands. There is no need for fear. God is with us. And 

when God is with us who can stand against us? What can stand against us? 

This is the first Sunday of the month, where we celebrate. And we celebrate God's goodness among us 

by sharing communion together. And when we share communion, we actually celebrate that moment 

when the good shepherd fought the good fight for us. He went to the cross risking his life, giving his life, 

so that we might have a new life. A life that is full and complete, a life where we can experience peace 

and joy. A life where he can walk with us and guide us and we can touch others.  A life where we can 

support each other as believers, a life where goodness overcomes sin, and where might overcomes 

darkness. A life where no matter what is going on around us, we can be secure. 

The Lord who humbled himself, and became obedient to death. Even death by crucifixion, the cruelest 

form of execution there was that broke his body and shed his blood. The Lord who instructed us as often 

as we do, as followers of sheep from the sheep hold, to remember that the rugged cross, that is the 

emblem of suffering and change, is also an emblem of victory over darkness. And the lamb of God, the 

shepherd of the sheep gave everything for us. In a world that was lost, in a world without any 

recognition of what God wanted for them, Jesus came and shed the light. So today, we will celebrate. 


